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BOOK OF AMOS

?60 B.C.

Anos, a herdnan from Tekoa. He refers to hinself
as a dresser of sycamore trees-- a fig picker. Tekoa
iras a sRall tora of Judah, 5 miles southeast of
Bcthlehem and 12 from Jerusalem on the borders of
the great desert. This is the same area John the
Baptist was trained in over 800 years lc,ter. The
nane Amos means tburdentt or ttburden-bearer.t Nothing
is mentioned regarding his family. He nas a
contemporary of Joel and Hosea. His nessage was
addressed to fsrael, then to Judah and Benjamin,
but in effect to all nations.

The Day of the Lord, God raises up the tabernacle
of David, the Cburch of God, so that aII nations
raight come to it (Amos 9:11-12, Acts 15:15-1?).

Amos delivered .his prophecy at Bethel-- the location
of the golden calves. He prophesied during the reigns-
of Jeroboam II in Israel and Uzziah in Judah. There
nas much prosperity and a corresponding lack of
morality. Amos speaks of a great earthquake.. The
date is in some dispute. Zechariah mentions the sane
earthquake and so does Josephus.

God called Amos to prophesy to Israel and Judah,
and to all thc nations that oppressed Israel.
Captivity and destruction nere prophesied on
the nations who spoiled fsrael and Judah after
thcir captivity (Syria, Phi I istia, Phoenicia;
Edom, Ammon, aDd Hoab). Since Judah refused to
obey God'g law, punishment r{as also prophesied
on her. Anos prophesied that Israel nould be
punished rith fanine (physically of food, and
splritually of the word of God), captivity, and
destruction because of thcir oppression of the
poor and righteous, and their innorality and
idolatry. Tbc remnant of Israel would be
restored fron captivity and blcssed.physical Iy.
God would ralse up the tabernaclc of David and
bless this rennant and all nationg spiritually
(lnos 9:11-12, lcts 15:15-1?). This scquence
has begun wttb thc Church, and nill also
include the Gcntilcs.
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Joel, the son of Pethuel. Very little is known
about the prophet Joel. The Bible says nothing
about his bi.rthplace or biography. The na$e
"Pethuel" means "Persuaded of Godr" and Joel-
means "Jehovah is God." There were at least a
dozen other men in the BibLe with the rsne Joel.
Joel was probably a native of Judah, perhaps a
citizen of JerusaLemr &s he speaks faniLiarly of
"Zion" and "the ehildren of Zionr" of 'Judah and
Jerusalem" and of the "chi-ldren of Judah and the
children of Jerusalen". Some scholars have i-nfened
that Joel vuas a pri-est. He was the first to use
the expression "day of the f,ord." He is'called
the "Prophet of Pentecost" because of Peter's
reference to hin in the book of Acts. Joel i.s
one of the most often quoted of all the prophets
in the Bible. Amos' Isaiah, Micah, Nahum,
Zephaniah, Obadiah, Ezekiel' and MaLachi all quote
from Joelrs writings.

Joel was a contemporary of Hosea and Amos. He
wrote during the reigns of Uzziah in Judah ( 80?
?56 B,C.) and Jeroboarn II in Israel (8:: 793 B.C. ).
For the most part it was a tine of prosperity--
but also the prelude to captivity. This setting
makes the prophecies of Joel all the more extraordinary.

Joel deals with two i-ssues in the short 6pace of
?3 verses. Hie message to Judah was a vision of
the Gospel Age and the ingathering of all nations.
In connection with this, he prophesied of the
coming of the HoIy Spirit. Peter guotes flom Joel
in Acts 2. The other issue is the coning of the
Day of the Lord and a period of Final Judgnent,
Joel. was the first to use the expression 'Day of
the Lord."

Joel 1 Joel prophecies of the
destruction of the land by
locusts. He aLso introduces
the "Day of the Lord,"

Joel continues with the "Day
of darkness". Appeal for
repentance. Coming of Spirit.
Return from captivity. Final
battle and judgoent.

Joel 2

ouTtlltE r

Joel l



DATE:

AOTBOR:

THEHEI

SETTING:

SI]HHARY:

BogE or EgqFA

765 - uzs B.c. ?{tb-n-<
Hosea, soll of Beerl' Name heans \alvation'n Hosea

yas a type "f a;i;i a.irr"g-rittr Is-rael. Hle prophecles

cover a long plii"a-"f tinel- from the reign of Uzzlah

to the reig" 5;-nl""ri"n ln Judah' Hosea vas sent to
r,arn Israel . -i.-'i"iioveA ilonah ' iloel ' Ellj ah ' and- Anos '
He vas a man "i-ttt"-"o11. 

Hle book ls both a prophecy

and a poen- Hosea uas an ardent patrlot of Northern
rsrael vho r""iii!rr"a-"" t ls peopte vere destroyed from

riiii" ""4 tinilrY taken caPtlve'

Salvatlon -

The rsraelttes Tere surrounded by enemiesr but lnstead
of drivlng then'-oui as God had commanded, they formed

alllances vith them' Because of this' these nations
(partlcularly t;"-Ff,ffi"tlnes) becane_a stumbling block
to the Israeriies. ttre principar natlons and enemies

vith yhon 
"lii;;;;s 

rere-forueb vere Assyrla, Syria,
Hoab, Annon, 

';e;;, Phillstlnes and later' Egypt'
Because or trrese-alllances there Yas a contlnual changing

of the coneedeiitlon of natlons. Most of the strife ln
rsrael came ;;;-;;;ril"tr"i dlsputes-- often vith iludah'

When the prophet Hosea came on the scene' Israel vas

enjoying the greatest P?":" and prosperity since the
time of thelr-or"i.i"n into trro lepalate nattons. They

t"i" llvlng ln luxury and splendor'

Godhadamarrlagerelationshlpvlthlsrael,butrsrael
turned to other gods, nade--iiii.tt""" vlth other countrles
and took on thelr Pagan culture. As a result, phlsical
rsrael u"cao,I"i"t"iiiitt (not having obtained Bercy from

cod) ana f,oainf 
-i""t Godis people). .In other vords,

they rere .ot ori fron eoi-i divorced. Today, the church

of God ls the i"i."r or coa and ve have become Ruhamah

(havlng ottain!I-;;.ii ""4 mti -(God's people) ' Phvslcal
Israel le connanded t6 repent -and turn.to eoa' but this
vill not happen untll tovird the end of the great
trlbulatlorr.''-At;h;a tlne, God sl11 have mercy on all
rsrael. Hosea speaks or t'irrg-iestoratlon. Prlor to thls
time there "iir L" " captivlty. Hosea glves seven reasons

for rerael,"-"iplrvlty. Theee same 6even condltlons
apply most "ppilptfatily 

to nodern day Israel. They ares

1). Laek og:inoirredge' il' Prlde'-.:l ' Instablllty'
41. Horldlin;;;.-5): Coriuptlon. 6). Backslldlng.
71. IdolatrY'

Hosea 1-3

Hosea 4-13

Hosea L4

Hoseare Personal llfe' Asked to
narrY a harlot.
Hoeea, B Dessage tO tsrael. l{arned
;;;;; conlng Eestructlon and eaptlv'-'f '
appf f es to urodern Israel as rell'
Hoeea ends on a positlve note' Speaks

of restoratlon and salvatlon'

OUILTNB:
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